
A summary of differences between Advanced Placement  
coursework and the IB Diploma Programme 

Advanced Placement (AP)  International Baccalaureate (IB) 
Diploma Programme 

The College Board authorizes 
schools to offer AP courses on a 
“course-by-course” basis, requiring 
course syllabi to be audited for 
approval; syllabi for ongoing courses 
may be automatically renewed on a 
yearly basis 

 

School 
authorization 

and  
re-authorization 

process 

The IB Organization authorizes 
schools to offer the IB Diploma 
Programme following a two-year 
authorization process; once 
authorized, a school may offer any 
IB course as long as the teacher has 
undergone IB-approved training; 
schools’ authorization is reviewed 
every five years 

Curriculum framework is developed 
by The College Board; course 
syllabi are created by teachers and 
audited by The College Board for 
approval 

 
 

Curriculum 
development 

 
 

Curriculum framework is 
developed by The IB Organization 
(IBO); course outlines are created 
by teachers, submitted for 
feedback, and then approved by the 
IBO 

Typically, AP courses are not 
taught in a manner that emphasizes 
connections across academic 
disciplines; focus is on knowledge / 
skills in that subject 

 

Interdisciplinary 
approach 

 
 

IB teachers are required to plan 
instruction in a manner that 
emphasizes connections across 
academic disciplines; focus is on 
“the big picture” 

Largely teacher-directed and 
information-driven; consequently 
more linear, straightforward, 
predictable 

 
Type of 

instruction 

Student-directed and inquiry-based 
as much as is practical; 
consequently more complex and 
unpredictable 

Most flexible; students take only 
the courses that interest them; all 
courses fit within one school year 

 
 
 

Scheduling 
flexibility 

If seeking the Diploma, absorbs 
most of Grade 11-12 school years; 
but may take courses “a la carte” to 
assemble a manageable, 
personalized schedule 

Exams are a combination of 
multiple choice and extended 
response questions; completed 
during a 3-4 hour exam session and 
scored by graders from The College 
Board; scored on a scale of 5-1 

 
 
 
 
 

Approach to 
assessment 

Internal Assessments measure 
knowledge and skills that cannot be 
demonstrated in a 3-4 hour session, 
are graded by classroom teacher 
with a “quality control” sample 
required by the IBO; External 
Assessments are typically short 
answer and extended response 
questions completed during 3-4 
hours of testing and scored by 
graders from the IBO; scores are 
combined to calculate final exam 
score, reported on a scale of 7-1 



A student does not have to be 
enrolled in an AP course to take an 
AP exam; the course syllabus must 
be approved by The College Board 
for “AP course” to appear on a 
student’s transcript, but a student is 
not required to take the AP exam to 
have “AP course” appear on his/her 

transcript 

 
 
 

Exam eligibility  
and transcripts 

A student must complete all IB 
coursework in order to take an IB 
exam; he/she must have completed 
all IB coursework and taken the IB 
exam have “IB course” appear on 
his/her transcript 

  
$97.00 per exam 
 
Cost to student/parents: 
1 = $97.00 
2 = $194.00 
3 = $291.00 
4 = $388.00 
5 = $485.00 
6 = $582.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Exam expense 
(Worthington 
City Schools) 

$151.00 Candidate Registration Fee 
(one-time per student);  
$104.00 Subject Fee (per exam) 
Expense capped at $359.00 by  
Worthington City Schools – 
students/parents pay for the first two 
exams ($359.00) and additional 
exams are paid for by the district. 
 
Cost to student/parents: 
1 = $255.00 
2 = $359.00 
3 or more = $359.00 

Over 3,400 colleges and 
universities offer credit for good 
scores (3 or 4 and above) on AP 
exams; you are more likely to earn 
college credit by taking AP courses 
and exams than by taking IB 

 
 
 

University credit 

Most colleges and universities offer 
credit but only for for scores of 4 or 
5 (or above) on HL (Higher Level) 
exams unless the student holds the 
IB Diploma, in which credit for SL 
(Standard Level) exams may be 
offered 

 
 
Mr. Jordan’s bottom line: As I have always advised my students about choosing a college, the first thing 
you must do is know yourself and identify your goals.  
 
If you are uncomfortable with ambiguity, find it hard to “get started” without some clear and direct 
instructions, or in general prefer a more straightforward approach to learning, then AP courses are 
probably better for you.  
 
If you are stimulated and excited by problem-solving, like to give yourself instructions, and enjoy 
picking up knowledge and skills in the course of a true inquiry, then IB will be a better fit.   
 
If earning college credit is your #1 priority, then you should take several AP courses, but if the overall 
experience of the program is more important, then consider IB.  If expense is a concern and you are only 
taking 2-3 exams, go with AP, but if you are thinking of taking more than 3 exams, consider IB.   
 
Both programs are excellent and will prepare you well for college, and I intend to keep teaching both AP 
European History as well as IB Geography.  The key is: which works best for you? 
 


